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NOW 100% VEGETARIAN
For many years, the vast majority of products sold by The Body Shop could be classified 
as “suitable for vegetarians.” However, there were two product lines that did not meet 
the criteria. This meant that we could not communicate a clear message to our 
customers that The Body Shop is a destination for vegetarian-friendly products. 

Until 2007 our Men’s Wooden Shaving Brush was made from hog’s hair and our Bath 
Beads contained gelatine, a derivative of the meat industry. A synthetic alternative has 
now been found for the shaving brush that meets the high performance standard of the 
previous product and we were proud to announce its introduction during 2007. The 
already-proven and award-winning material is used in our current range of make-up 
brushes. 

Although we have been working to find suitable alternative ingredients for the popular 
Bath Beads, we were unable to source a viable ethical alternative. Therefore this year 
[2008] the company took the decision to discontinue their sale altogether.

We have liaised with the UK Vegetarian Society to ensure that we meet the standards 
required to claim vegetarian status. We have chosen not to carry a mark to indicate our 
vegetarian status, as The Body Shop operates in more than 55 countries across the 
world and there is no universally understood vegetarian mark – for example the 
Vegetarian Society mark is recognised only in the UK.

VEGANS
We are also happy to provide our vegan customers with information on suitable product 
choices. Not all our products are suitable for vegans, as beeswax, honey, silk, 
cholesterol derivatives and lanolin derivatives are included in some of our products. It 
should be noted that we find it acceptable to use these ingredients 
because they are obtained in a completely humane manner, without the 
animal or insect being harmed in anyway. The presence of these materials can 
be identified on the ingredient list provided on the product labels; however, we will 
always be very happy to help our vegan customers identify products suitable for them.

ANIMAL DERIVED INGREDIENT AS IT APPEARS ON THE PRODUCT LABEL
Beeswax Cera Alba
Honey Mel
Silk Hydrolysed Silk
Cholesterol derivatives C10-30 Cholesterol/Lanosterol Esters

Cholesterol
Cholesteryl Chloride
Cholesteryl Nonanoate
Cholesteryl Oleyl Carbonate

Lanolin derivatives Acetylated Lanolin
Acetylated Lanolin Alcohol
Hydroxylated Lanolin
Isopropyl Lanolate
Lanolin
Lanolin Alcohol
Lanolin Cera
Lanolin Oil
PEG-75 Lanolin
PPG-12-PEG-50 Lanolin
PPG-30 Lanolin Ether

Example of a product label showing ‘Lanolin Oil’


